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At Halley, learning areas are well-organised and flexible to ensure effective learning for all. 
 
 

1. Classrooms are organised into curriculum areas and these are labelled. There are working walls 
for Literacy and Maths preferably on the teaching wall at the front of the classroom, and for 
Science elsewhere in the room. These display key vocabulary, and information related to the 
current unit of work. Children’s writing is on display with labels to identify what is successful 
about the writing. Pupils actively use display to support their learning. Vocabulary for each 
teaching session is written up on the board. 

 
2. The display around the white board at the front of the class provides support for children during 

whole class teaching, for example, group targets, and, in maths, a 1 – 100 number square, a 
number line and key maths facts. This area is not cluttered and the display will change during the 
year.  

 
3. Displays (including those on the main classroom door) are relevant, attractive, labelled, and well-

maintained.  Display labels focus on the learning process, not just the final product.  Work on 
display should be mounted and the child’s name clearly visible. Organisational labels and print are 
consistently written using Sassoon font, although children experience a range of different fonts in 
display.  Work is stapled to the wall with staples slightly raised.  Blu-Tack is only used where 
staples cannot be used and is completely removed when displays are taken down. Windows on 
doors and into the corridor are not completely covered with display, so the classroom can be 
seen from outside. Window blinds are not used for display. 

 
4. Throughout the room, resources are accessible and labelled, using Sassoon font. Labels are well 

maintained. Curriculum resources are returned to the central resource stores when the class 
has finished with them.  All damaged or lost resources are reported to curriculum leaders. 

 
5. Furniture surfaces are used for 3D display.  Staples are never used on furniture and labels are 

stuck on with tacky back rather than sellotape.  Where staples are used in display boards they 
are inserted at an angle to facilitate removal.  Trays are labelled using tacky back, which comes 
off easily. Stickers are never stuck onto furniture, trays, walls or windows. 

 
6. Each class has a designated area for displaying timetables, the duty rota, weekly/half-termly 

planning, the curriculum map and class groupings. These are kept up to date and are well 
maintained. This board does not use valuable working wall space at the front of the classroom. 
Fire evacuation procedures are displayed clearly. Our Golden Rules and traffic lights behaviour 
system are clearly on display and being used.  Each class displays an historical timeline.  In EYFS 
and KS1 classes the agreed alphabet frieze is displayed to support the teaching of ‘letters and 
sounds’. 

 
7. A learning objective and success criteria in child-friendly language are written up for each lesson.  

Success criteria and key vocabulary are referred to throughout the lesson and in the plenary. 
 
8. Exercise books are stored in trays or on shelves, and these are clearly labelled and covers 

protected. 
 
9. Pencils, coloured pencils, rulers, scissors, Pritt Sticks and any other items children use on a daily 

basis are easily accessible.  From Year 1 to Year 6, they are stored on each table in a suitable 
container.  In Foundation Stage there is a designated area for writing materials. 

 



   

10. Furniture is arranged so that children can move between areas without disrupting others. Seating 
arrangements and the use of a carpet area vary according to the particular lesson and age of the 
children. Seating is arranged so that all children can see the central whiteboard easily. 

 
11. Each class has an attractive and tidy reading area. Books are well-organised into categories and 

labelled so children can locate particular books easily.  Thematic book collections and book area 
display link to the current topic or focus author.  Puppets and story visuals should be available or 
younger children. 

 
12. EYFS and KS1 classes have a role play area which links to the current topic. 

 
13. Children treat books and other resources with respect. They tidy them away properly, handle 

materials appropriately, and do not scribble on or deface equipment or labels.   Equipment is 
never left on the floor because children and adults follow the rule if it’s on the floor pick it up. 

 
14. There are designated areas for children’s book bags and PE kits within the classroom, and these 

are kept tidy and organised. 
 
15. Teacher books and equipment should be kept tidy and organised in the designated area. 

 
16. Classrooms are kept clean and tidy at all times and are easily accessible for supply staff or staff 

covering PPA. They are safe, healthy places to be and any concerns about health and safety are 
reported immediately to the Headteacher or to the Premises Manager. 


